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Dear Sue, 
 

Plenary meeting – 18 December 2014 
 
Set out below are the main points which I felt came out of our plenary meeting today. 
This letter summarises the meeting and will act as a formal feedback for both parties 
and NHS England. 
 
I started the meeting by reminding everyone of the principles under which our 
discussions will take place. This covers the ethos of “nothing is agreed until 
everything is agreed” and that the content of our discussions will remain confidential 
but recognising that both sides will need to seek views through the process from our 
respective mandate givers.  
 
We ran through the NHS England mandate in the first instance, some of which was 
based on the joint options put forward by us earlier this year. In the order of NHS 
England’s priority the following points summarise the items that we would wish to 
discuss with you: 
 

 [s36 & s43] 

 [s36 & s43] 

 [s36 & s43] 

 [s36 & s43] 

 [s36 & s43] 

 [s36 & s43] 

 [s36 & s43] 

 [s36 & s43] 

 [s36 & s43] 

 [s36 & s43] 

 [s36 & s43] 

 [s36 & s43] 
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We highlighted the need for DH priorities to be included in the deal document at the 
end of negotiations. We referenced: 
 

 Controlled drugs subject to outcome of consultation, expanding the scope of EPS 
to include controlled drugs 

 [s36 & s43] 
 
DH may have other issues that they wish to raise with you in this round of 
negotiations. 
 
To progress our mandate we agreed to establish sub groups as follows: 
 

 [s36]  

 [s36] 

 [s36] 

 [s36] 

 [s36] 

 [s36] 
 

You helpfully gave us your leads. We agreed to confirm ours shortly. 
 
We confirmed the timetable and agreed to seek an extension of the February 
meeting. The office will be in touch to arrange [s36 & s43] 
 
We agreed to use our standard line as below and not to comment outside of this. 
 
“Negotiations are currently ongoing between NHS Employers and the 
Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee on a number of issues relating to 
the community pharmacy contractual framework. It would be inappropriate to 
comment on the content of those negotiation at present.” 
 
AOB 
You offered to reflect on the mandate and identify if you felt there were some logical 
additions that we could take back and discuss with our mandate giver. [s36] 
 
Date of next meeting 
The next meeting has been arranged for 8 January 2015. We have further meetings 
on 22-23 January and 12 February. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Felicity Cox 
NHS Employers 


